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Lesson Plans & Contest Rules
Sponsored by Toyota

Trees are Terrific...
in Cities and Towns!

arborday.org

•  2009 Arbor Day National Poster  
 Contest Rules (page 22)  

•  Activities correlate with National  
 Education Standards for fi fth grade  
 (page 5)

•  Hands on activities to teach your  
 students the importance of trees in  
 a community (page 5)

•  Supplements science units on  
 plants and systems

•  Receive a FREE poster (page 27)
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NOTE:

Arbor Day Farm
Lied Lodge & Conference Center
Nebraska City, Nebraska
www.liedlodge.org
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d Towns
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signed 

to 

increas
e under

standin
g of th

e impor
tance o

f trees
 in a c

ommunit
y.

Urban f
orests 

exist w
ithin o

ur own 
cities 

and tow
ns. The

 trees 
that 

make up
 these 

urban f
orests 

are wor
king tr

ees. Th
ese tre

es prov
ide 

beauty,
 shade 

our str
eets an

d schoo
ls, cre

ate wil
dlife h

abitat,
 improv
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air qua
lity, m

oderate
 the te

mperatu
re, and

 much, 
much mo

re. Inc
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student
 awaren

ess of 
the imp

ortant 
role tr

ees pla
y in th

e quali
ty of 

life an
d envir

onmenta
l healt

h of ou
r citie

s and t
owns is

 the fir
st step

 

in main
taining

 an urb
an fore

st. 

The use
 of par

t or al
l of th

e activ
ities i

n this 
guide i

s encou
raged, 

but not
 mandat

ory, fo
r parti

cipatio
n in th

e natio
nal con

test. Y
ou may 

adapt, 
alter, 

or supp
lement 

these a
ctiviti

es to m
eet the

 needs 
of your

 

class.

Follow 
the con

test ru
les as 

they ap
pear on

 page 2
2. Make

 sure e
very 

poster 
is sign

ed and 
the sch

ool win
ner has

 a winn
er repo

rt form
 

complet
ed and 

affixed 
to the 

back. Y
our sta

te entr
y due d

ate is 
specifie

d 

by your
 state 

coordin
ator (l

ist of 
coordin

ators o
n page 

26).

Poster 
Contest

 detail
s are a

lso ava
ilable 

on the 
Interne

t. Visi
t our 

site at
 www.ar

borday.
org/pos

tercont
est and

 view t
he 2008

 nation
al and 

state w
inners,

 find ou
t your 

state d
eadline

, or ev
en down

load ot
her gre

at 

activit
ies.

The Arb
or Day 

Foundat
ion and

 Toyota
 wish y

ou the 
best of

 luck a
nd a 

happy A
rbor Da

y!
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ner		
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kind

Program
 Direct
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ant Man

ager

Arbor D
ay Foun

dation	
      	

Corpora
te Phil

anthrop
y  

				 

        
	Toyota

 Motor 
North A

merica,
Inc.

State winners will be announced by the state coordinator. The national winner, his or her parents, and the teacher 
of  the winning student receive an expense-paid trip to the National Awards Weekend (April 24-26, 2009) at Arbor 
Day Farm Lied Lodge & Conference Center in Nebraska City, Nebraska. The winner also earns a $1000 savings 
bond, a lifetime membership to the Arbor Day Foundation, and his or her teacher receives a $200 check. (See 
page 21 for a complete listing of  the national prizes.)
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Here is what fifth grade teachers who reviewed the 2009 Poster Contest Lesson Plans 
had to say:

	 •	 “ The information provided is excellent! Using all 3 benefits (environmental, 	
	 	 economic & social) makes this much more exciting than, ‘We’ll plant a tree for 	
	 	 its shade.”

	 •	 “This is the first product I have seen that actually teaches about the importance 	
	 	 of trees – I love it!”

	 • 	 “The activity guide is a very helpful tool. It is filled with ideas that can be 	 	
	 	 used and help engage the kids. Teachers can never have too many helpful 	 	
	 	 ideas. Thanks!”
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Learning Objective:
• 	 Students will plan and participate in an Arbor Day 
	 celebration.

Learning Objective:
•	 Students will identify ways trees “work” to protect 

our natural resources, estimate the economic value 
of urban trees, describe ways trees enhance human 
environments and natural ecosystems, and recognize 
appropriate planting sites for urban trees in their 
community.

Basic Activity 
•	 Discover the Benefits of Your Community Trees

Extension Activity 
•	 Tree-mendous Community Tree Contest

Discover what trees do for you and your community

Create a poster 
Learning Objective: 	
•	 Students will create a poster that reflects their understanding of 

	 the important role trees play in cities and towns. 

As Easy as 1 - 2 - 3!

Step 1

Step 2

Celebrate Arbor DayStep 3
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Step 1
Discover What Trees Do For You and Your Community

BASIC ACTIVITY 

Background Information:
In the early 1900s America was still a very rural nation 
where people had close ties to nature.  Today nearly 
80 percent of the United States population lives in 
urban/suburban areas.  Often people think of forests 
only as distant, vast tree-covered tracts of land. They are 
unconscious of the urban forest that exists in their own 
cities and towns.  Trees play a vital role in these urban 
environments.

Urban forests cover close to 70 million acres of land 
– an area larger than our National Forests. These 
community trees are working trees.  They not only 
provide beauty, shade our streets and schoolyards, 
create habitat and food for wildlife; they also produce 
oxygen, improve air quality, muffle noise, moderate 
the temperature, filter runoff, protect the soil, and 
cool the air.  More and more research is showing 
just how essential trees are to the quality of life and 
environmental health in our cities and towns.  

Research shows that trees help reduce stress in the work 
place and speed recovery of hospital patients.  Trees 
increase land values. Houses with trees often sell 
faster and for more money than those without trees.  
Commercial retail areas are more attractive to shoppers, 
apartments rent more quickly, tenants stay longer, and 
space in a wooded setting is more valuable to sell or rent.

Studies also show that young children benefit greatly 
from connecting with trees and nature. A connection 
with nature benefits children educationally, behaviorally, 
and developmentally.  On-going research and field-
testing confirms that regular connection with the natural 
world helps:
	 •	 Build children’s visual-spatial skills.
	 •	 Improve children’s ability to concentrate, 	
		  including children with Attention Deficit 	
		  Disorder (ADD).
	 •	 Enhance children’s motor skills – such as 	
		  coordination, balance, and agility.

Classroom Activity:
•	 Discover the Benefits of Your Community 

Trees

Objectives:
Students will be able to:
•	 identify ways trees “work” to protect our 

natural resources.
•	 estimate the economic value of urban trees to 

individuals and to a community.
•	 describe several ways trees enhance human 

environments and natural ecosystems.
•  recognize appropriate planting sites for urban 

trees in their community.

Time Recommended:
• 	One 60 minute class period

Materials Needed:
•  Overhead transparency of page 12
	 (or one copy per child)
•  Copy of worksheets on page 9-11, 13-15 
	 (one per student)
•  Pencil and paper
•  Calculator (optional)

National Science Standard Correlation:
Students will develop an understanding of:
• 	populations and ecosystems
• 	populations, resources, and environments
• 	diversity and adaptations of organisms

National Social Studies Standard Correlation:
Students will be able to: 
• 	describe how people create places that 

reflect cultural values and ideals as they build 
neighborhoods, parks, and the like.

National Math Standard Correlation:
Students will be able to: 
• 	recognize and apply mathematics in contents 

outside of mathematics.
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Shade	 	 	 	 	 Make Oxygen
Windbreak	 	 	 	 Fruits
Erosion control 	 	 Beauty
Absorb carbon dioxide	 	 Nuts
Homes for animals	 	 Shelter
Syrup	 	 	 	 	 Food for wildlife
Clean air		 	 	 	 Prevent water runoff
Connection to history	 	 Medicines
Cools the air		 	 	 Mark the changing seasons
Reduced stress		 	 	

Instructional Sequence:
Anticipatory Set:

Put up the overhead (or pass out handouts) of the World 
with Trees worksheet (page 12). Ask, “Which of these 
two worlds would you rather live in?” As students 
respond, ask why they chose as they did. Record 
responses on the board without comment. 

Continue class discussion by asking, “Why are trees 
important to our community?” Building off of students’ 
prior knowledge and information gathered from the 
handout/overhead, encourage students to generate a list 
of the products and contributions made by living trees. A 
possible list of responses is provided above.

Cities and towns benefit greatly from their urban trees. But 
trees within cities also have special challenges. There is 
not as much space for their roots to spread out and urban 
soils are often poor. Tall buildings can prevent trees from 
getting full amounts of sun. Pollution from cars, buses, and 
factories can affect the health of a tree and impact how well 
it grows.  If the right tree is not planted in the right place, 
branches can grow and tangle in power lines creating a 
hazard tree. In spite of these challenges, many species of 
trees have adapted to urban life and grow well, providing 
numerous benefits to the people that live there. 

It takes time, effort, and some funding to establish and 
maintain the urban forest, but recent studies of the urban 
forest have shown that city trees provide benefits to the 
community worth 2-3 times the cost of their planting 
and care.  For many years trees were only valued for the 
wood products they could produce.  Today, scientists have 
developed ways to measure the economic value of trees to 
the environment.  In the following activity, students will 
have an opportunity to learn how trees impact the urban 
environment and calculate a rough estimate of a “working” 
tree’s value. They will explore the environmental, 
economic and social benefits trees bring to our cities 
and towns. 

“To exist as a nation, to prosper as a state, 
and to live as people, we must have trees.” 
				     Theodore Roosevelt
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Activity:

Write the words TRUE and FALSE on the chalkboard. Tell 
students you are going to read some “Believe it or Not” 
statements about trees. They need to predict if each statement 
is true or false.  If they believe the statement is true, they 
should stand. If they believe the statement is false, they should 
remain seated. To start, read ONLY the bolded statements 
#1-10 on pages 10 & 11 out loud.  

Once you have gone through all 10 statements, tell students 
that all were true.  Trees do all these amazing things for us 
and the environment we live in. Write “economic benefit,” 
“environmental benefit,” and “social benefit” on the board. 
Pass out the Benefits of Trees Handout (pages 10-11) and 
go through the statements again with students, this time 
incorporating the background information and comments 
following each statement. 

Discussion:

As each benefit is discussed, ask students if they think that 
particular tree benefit results in more of an:
	
• 	Environmental benefit – Does it help the ecosystem/		
environment in which people live?

•	 Economic benefit – Does it provide an opportunity for 		
people or the community to save money by lowered 		
costs or increased value?

•	 Social benefit – Does it improve the health or quality of 		
life for individuals in some way?

After going through the handout, ask if planting trees in 		
certain locations can have multiple benefits?

Tell students that even though research is proving the 
environmental, social, and economic benefits of trees, we’re 
losing urban trees every day.  In some cities, as many as 
four trees die or are removed for each new one added.  And 
nationwide, each day 2,400 acres of rural land is absorbed for 
urban use and most of the trees on that land are not preserved.  
Surveys indicate that about 66-100 million spaces exist along 
our city streets where trees could be planted. This translates 
to the potential to absorb 33 million more tons of CO2 every 
year and at the same time save consumers $4 billion in energy 
costs!
 
  

Be sure to explain that in a city, trees face numerous 
challenges like tight spaces, poor soils, and city pollution. It’s
always important to select the right tree for the right space, 
but in urban areas that is especially true if a tree is to grow and 
thrive. 

Distribute the Vocabulary/Rubics (page 9) as well as the
Community Neighborhood Worksheet and the Benefits of Your 
Community Trees Worksheets (pages 13-15).

NOTE: For the activity you may choose to have students work 
in pairs or on their own.

STUDENT DIRECTIONS: Tell students to imagine they 
each just received trees from the Arbor Day Foundation 
and are going to have an opportunity to plant them in a 
neighborhood that might be similar to the one where they 
live. Students are to draw in (plant) 8 trees in locations on the 
Community Neighborhood Worksheet where they feel the trees 
might be of the most value...to themselves, to the community 
– or both. Ask them to please number each tree that they 
plant, #1-8. Then, on the Benefits of Your Community Trees 
Worksheets, they should list where they planted each of their 
trees, and what environmental, economic, or social benefit 
each tree might provide in the location they selected. Remind 
them to make sure the number of the tree on the Community 
Neighborhood Worksheet corresponds to the number of the 
tree location described on the Benefits of Your Community 
Trees Worksheets.

Mention to students that it is always important to plant the 
right kind of tree in the right location, but for this activity they 
should imagine that they have already selected the appropriate 
tree species for each location they might select.

Give the students the following example: 
If they planted Tree #1 by the stream it might have:
•	 an environmental benefit of holding the soil in place;

•	 an economic benefit of saving the city money by 
	 reduction of storm water runoff;

•	 and a social benefit of adding beauty to the area.

Then point out the “Tree A” example on the worksheets.

Step 1 Discover What Trees Do For You and Your Community - BASIC  ACTIVITY

BENEFITS OF TREES
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value of their property. If the 3 trees planted around the little 
house were on the west and south side of the house they could 
give themselves an extra $50 in energy savings.
	 Stress to students that although part of this activity was 
to estimate the economic value of the trees they planted, the 
object is not to see who totaled up the greatest amount of 
money. The object of the activity is to help students recognize 
that trees provide benefits to our lives in many ways...
some values are easily measured in terms of dollars and 
cents...some benefits (like the beauty of trees in a park) are 
subjective from one person to another and are more difficult 
to measure.
	 Post worksheets on the board so students can compare 
tree planting locations. Ask them to imagine each of their 
neighborhoods joined together, making up a large city. As 
time permits, allow students to share their community tree 
planting decisions and predict the social, environmental and 
economic impact of the trees they planted.

If you have an extra class period, you may wish to have 
students go online to research other values trees provide 
to communities. 

Alternative Assessment:

GET OUTSIDE! If time permits, take students on a walk 
around the neighborhood and look at community trees. 
Predict what benefit each tree might provide in the location 
in which it’s planted. Have students imagine they get to plant 
a single tree. Have them draw a picture or write a story about 
what benefits that tree might provide to them and to their 
community in the future. 

 

Discover What Trees Do For You and Your Community - BASIC  ACTIVITYStep 1:

Then explain that they should list what benefit (social, 
economic or environmental) was the main reason that they 
selected the location for the tree that they did. When they do 
their tree location totals at the end of the Benefits of Your 
Community Trees Worksheet they may have 3 trees in one 
location and no trees in another – that is fine. Encourage 
students to refer to the Benefits of Trees Handout or the list on 
the board for a reminder of some of the different benefits trees 
provide in different locations.

Assessment - Pulling It All Together:

	 Allow students about 20 minutes to complete their 
worksheets. Then tell students they are going to jump 10 
years into the future and try to determine the impact and the 
value of the trees they planted. Explain that they will be able 
to estimate the value of their community trees. 

	 Refer students back to Benefit #10 on their Benefits of 
Trees Handout that says, “Nationally, the 60-plus million 
street trees have an average value of $525 per tree each year.” 
Tell students to multiply the number of trees they planted 
times $525 (8 x $525 = $4200). That will give them a rough 
idea of the economic value from the environmental benefits 
provided by the trees they planted in their community. Then, 
on the board, calculate the total value of the trees planted by 
the whole class (# of students x $4200) to demonstrate the 
impact a group of people planting and caring for trees in a 
community can have on the economy of a community.
	 Tell students that if they planted 3 trees around the little 
house they could give themselves $10,000 for the increased 
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Assessment Rubric: (To be used with the Benefits of Your Community Trees Worksheets)  
Pass out the rubric or put on the board at the start of the activity so students clearly 
understand the measured objectives.

1- 2 Points
SEED LEVEL

•	 Five trees are drawn 
into the Community 
Neighborhood 
Worksheet. 

•	 A few planting locations 
are identified. 

•	 At least one benefit 
social, environmental, 
or economic is correctly 
identified for each tree 
drawn in.

3-5 points
SEEDLING LEVEL

•	 More than half of 
the  trees are drawn 
into the Community 
Neighborhood 
Worksheet.

•	 Over half the planting 
locations are identified.

•	 At least two benefits 
social, environmental, or 
economic are correctly 
identified for each tree 
drawn in.

6-8 Points
SAPLING LEVEL

•	 All 10 trees are 
drawn neatly into the 
Community Neighbor-
hood Worksheet. 

•	 Clear descriptions of 
the selected planting 
locations are shown. 

•	 At least one social, 
environmental, and

	 economic benefit is 
correctly identified for 
each tree drawn in. 

•	 The tree totals are filled 
in on the Benefits of 
Your Community Trees 
Worksheet.

9-10 points
TREE LEVEL

•	 All 10 trees are 
drawn neatly into the 
Community 

	 Neighborhood Worksheet.
•	 Clear descriptions of 

the selected planting 
locations are shown.

•	 Several social, 
environmental, and 
economic benefits are 
correctly identified for 
each tree drawn in. 

•	 The tree totals are filled 
in on the Benefits of 
Your Community Trees 
Worksheet.

Vocabulary

Buffer Strip – rows of trees or grasses planted along a 
stream or waterway to help prevent soil erosion and filter 
pollutants from running into the waterway. 

Carbon Dioxide – A gas exhaled by animals and released 
from burning fossil fuels or in the process of decomposi-
tion. Trees clean the air by taking in carbon dioxide to use 
in photosynthesis. Often shown as CO2.

Evergreen - A tree that has leaves all year round. 

Fossil Fuels – Non-renewable fuels, like coal, oil, and 
natural gas, used to create energy. Once the supply of a 
fossil fuel has been depleted, it is gone forever.

Greenhouse gases – Gases, like carbon dioxide, that trap 
heat in the atmosphere. 

Heat Island Effect – A term used when city temperatures 
run higher than those in nearby suburban and rural areas, 
primarily due to large areas of unshaded buildings and 
pavement.  

Oxygen – Trees and other green plants produce oxygen, 		
a gas needed by animals to survive. Often shown as O.

Runoff - The flow of water, from rain, snowmelt, or other 
sources that can carry soil or ground chemicals with it. 

Shade Tree - A tree planted chiefly to provide shade from 
the sun.  Shade trees are often deciduous trees that lose 
their leaves in the winter months.

Street Trees - Trees near the street, often located between 
the sidewalk and street, which are usually managed by the 
city or town.

Water Management Systems – Underground systems that 
that direct waste water and rain water through a system of 
sewers and drains.  

Vocabulary and Assessment Rubric
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Benefits of Trees Handout

1.  Trees properly planted around a home can lower 
air conditioning AND heating costs.  TRUE. Shade trees 
planted on the west and south sides of a home help shade 

and cool the air around 
the home during the sum-
mer reducing cost for air 
conditioning up to 30%. 
Evergreen trees placed on 
the north and west sides 
of a home or building 
block cold winter winds, 
reducing cost for heating 
by 20-30%.  For example, 
if you have two identi-
cal houses with the only 
difference being one has 
carefully planted trees 
and the other does not, 

the house with the trees might only spend $70.00 a month 
for heating while the treeless home might have a $100.00 
heating bill.  That savings also means less burning of fossil 
fuels (non-renewable oil, coal or gas), which is good for 
the environment!

2.  Trees help clean the air.  TRUE.  Trees improve the 
quality of the air we breathe by capturing dust and pollu-
tion particles from dirty city air that can affect our health.  
These particles cling to the leaves rather than float in the 
air. When it rains, the dust and particles are simply washed 
to the ground. Trees also remove greenhouse gases, like 
carbon dioxide, from the air and replace it with oxygen for 
us to breathe. 

3.  Healthy, mature trees around a house make the 
property more valuable.  TRUE.  Trees can add an aver-
age of 10–15% to a property’s value.  For example, a home 
or apartment building valued at $100,000 might sell for 
$110,000 ($10,000 more!) if it has trees around it. Tree 
planting is one of the best investments a person can make 
in their home.  And in business areas, too. Business areas 
with trees are more attractive to shoppers.

4.  Research studies suggest that housing areas with 
trees and other green plants have less violence and 
crime.  TRUE. Living in an area with trees helps reduce 
stresses that can be associated with living in a big city.  
Less stress can ease tensions that sometimes lead to vio-
lence. Even a small number of trees and other green plants 
in an area were associated with lower crime rates.  Apart-
ment buildings that had lots of trees and plants had 52% 
fewer total crimes than apartment buildings with few or no 
trees or plants.

Trees provide benefits to you and to your community in a variety of ways.  Here are just a few examples. As you 
read through this list, consider if that tree benefit is more of an environmental, economic or social benefit. 

“The best friend on earth of man is the 
tree. When we use the tree respectfully and 
economically, we have one of the greatest 
resources on earth.”  
				    Frank Lloyd Wright
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Benefits of Trees Handout

5.  Hospital patients have been shown to recover from 
surgery more quickly and require less pain medication 
when their room had a window that provided a view of 
trees.  TRUE.  A study found that exposure to trees and na-
ture lowered signs of stress... like heart rate, blood pressure, 
and muscle tension.     

6.  Trees help slow the force of rain water, which helps 
control storm runoff. This results in improved water 
quality, protected soil, and money savings. TRUE. The 
canopy (leafy top) of a tree softens and slows the force of 
raindrops.  This gives water more time to absorb into the 
ground rather than eroding the soil and running off into 
storm sewers.  Large water management systems are expen-
sive. When trees are planted, smaller drainage systems can 
be used, saving money for a community and improving the 
environment.

7.  Trees help prevent soil erosion, flooding, and land-
slides.  TRUE.  Tree roots hold soil in place and increase 
the ability of water to soak into the soil.  Trees planted as 
buffer strips along streams help prevent flooding ...and even 
filter out chemicals that might wash into the stream. 

8.  The overall cooling effect of a healthy, mature tree is 
equivalent to ten room-sized air conditioners operating 
20 hours a day.  TRUE – Amazing! Water from a tree’s 
leaves evaporates in the hot weather. The evaporated mois-
ture cools the air around the tree. Since cool air is heavier 
than hot air, this cool air moves toward the ground making 
us feel cooler.  Cities, with stretches of concrete streets, 
sidewalks and parking lots, are sometimes referred to as 
“heat islands” that are 5-9 degrees hotter than surrounding 
areas. Planting trees in cities helps alleviate the heat island 
effect – which saves both energy and money. 
   
9.  Getting outside and connecting with trees and nature 
has been shown to improve children’s concentration 
and attention span.  TRUE.  When children spend time 
in nature-rich spaces their ability to concentrate improves.  
Even small areas of green space, with a few trees and 
plants, can make a difference for children.

10. The city of New York determined that for every 
dollar spent on trees the city receives $5.60 back in 
benefits the trees provide.  TRUE.  Think of all the things 
a tree does for the environment.  If a city had to find other 
ways to handle storm water, clean the air, remove carbon 
dioxide generated by industry, reduce energy costs and 
beautify the community it would be very costly.  All the 
things a tree does naturally are of great benefit to a city 		
or town. 
	 It has been estimated that the nation’s 60 million street 
trees (city-owned trees between the sidewalk and street) 
have an average value of $525 per tree each year.    
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A World 
Without

 Trees

A World 
With Trees

Silty, flood-
prone rivers

Sun baked
cities

Rapid 
runoff

Eroded
farmland

Natural
streams

Shaded homes 
and streets

Forested
slopes

for 
recreation

Productive
farmland

A World With Trees Worksheet
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DIRECTIONS: You have been given 8 trees to plant in your community.  On the Community Neighborhood Worksheet 
you should plant (draw in) 8 trees in areas where you feel they will provide the most benefit – to you, to the community, 	
or both. Number each tree that you plant. Then, on this worksheet, list where you planted each of your trees and what 	
environmental, economic, or social benefit each tree might provide in the location you selected.  You may refer to the 	
Benefits of Trees Handout for ideas.

 	 Environmental benefit: Does it benefit the ecosystem/environment in which people live?

 	 Economic benefit: Does it help people, or their town, save money by lowering expenses or increasing 
	 property value? 

 	 Social benefit: Does it improve the health or quality of life for individuals in some way? 

EXAMPLE

Tree A  Planting Location On the North side of a house

	 Why did you select this location for this tree? The tree will help protect the house from cold winter winds

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree? Saving money for heating would 		

	 be an economic benefit.  Using less energy for heating would be a benefit for the environment.

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree? Economic

Tree 1  Planting Location 

	 Why did you select this location for this tree?

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree? 

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree?

Tree 2  Planting Location  

	 Why did you select this location for this tree?

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree? 

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree?  

Tree 3  Planting Location  

	 Why did you select this location for this tree?

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree?

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree?

Benefits of Your Community Trees Worksheet

NAME
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Benefits of Your Community Trees Worksheet  (cont.)

Tree 4  Planting Location  

	 Why did you select this location for this tree?

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree? 

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree? 

Tree 5  Planting Location  

	 Why did you select this location for this tree? 

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree?

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree? 

Tree 6  Planting Location

	 Why did you select this location for this tree?

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree? 

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree?

Tree 7  Planting Location  

	 Why did you select this location for this tree?

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree?

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree?

Tree 8  Planting Location

	 Why did you select this location for this tree?

	 What environmental, economic or social benefits might you get from this tree? 

	 Which benefit was most important to you when planting this particular tree?

Totals:  How many trees did you plant in these locations? 
#_____by the stream,  #______by the school,   #______in the park,  #_____ by a home,  # ______ next to the hospital,  

#_____ shading a parking lot,  # _____ by the apartments,  #______ by the business district,  #______in the vacant lot

Which benefit (environmental, economic or social) did you consider most often when selecting locations for planting 
your trees?
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Step 1
Discover What Trees Do For You & Your Community

EXTENSION ACTIVITY 

Broadleaf

1

Classroom Activity:
•	 Tree-mendous Community Tree Contest

Objectives: 
Students will be able to:
•	 Learn techniques used by professionals to 

measure champion trees.
•	 Practice tree identification skills.
•	 Incorporate math skills.
•	 Recognize special trees in their community.

Time Recommended: 
•	 Two 60 minute class periods

Materials Needed: 
•	 Leaf samples
•	 Measuring tape
• 	Yardstick
•	 Tree pictures from old calendars or 

magazines or leaf samples from broadleaf 
and conifers

• 	Pencil and Paper
•	 Measuring Up a Champ Guidelines (page 20)
•	 Optional: Tree Identification Books
	

National Science Education Standards 
Correlation: 
Students will develop an understanding of: 
•	 organisms
•	 populations and ecosystems
•	 abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry

Background Information:

Holding a community tree contest is a great way to get 
children interested in the trees in their neighborhoods. 
Students will learn some of the techniques used to measure 
champion trees and have the opportunity to identify some 
community trees.

Anticipatory Set:

Tell the students they are going to take part in a “Tree-
mendous Trees” contest to find the biggest trees in town 
or in the neighborhood community. Ask students to think 
about the trees they see on their way to school. Where do 
they see the biggest trees...in yards, in parks, around the 
school? Record their comments. Then ask them how many 
different kinds of trees they see.  
 
Help students understand that not all tree species grow 
to be the same height. Some trees, like the Redwoods in 
California, are giants towering more than 250 feet above 
the forest floor while a flowering dogwood may only reach 
a height of 35 feet. Both could be considered champions if 
they were the largest of their kind. 
 
Explain to students that trees are divided into two main 
groups: conifer and broadleaf.

Conifers are trees with cones 
that have needle-like or scale-
like (awl-shaped) leaves. 
Most conifers are evergreen 
since they do not lose all 
their leaves at once. Pines, 
firs, cedars and spruces are 
conifers. 
Broadleaf trees are 
trees with leaves that are 
thin and flat. Leaves are 
generally shed annually. 
They bear flowers, fruits 
or nuts. Oaks, maples, 
birches, and sycamores 
are just a few of the 
many different kinds of 
broadleaf trees. Broadleaf trees are sometimes referred to 
as deciduous trees. In warm climates, some broadleaf trees, 
like magnolias, do not shed all their leaves at the same time 
so they appear to remain evergreen.

Conifer

“He who plants a tree loves others besides 
himself.” 
				          Thomas Fuller
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For visual learners, it is helpful to have a leaf sample from 
a conifer with needle-like leaves, a conifer with scale-like 
leaves, and a broadleaf tree. An inexpensive acrylic picture 
frame works well to keep brittle leaf samples protected and 
in place while still offering students a clear view of actual 
leaves. 
 
Cut tree pictures from old calendars or magazines and 
have the students group them as conifer or broadleaf. Take 
a walk around the school grounds and have the students 
distinguish between conifer and broadleaf trees, then have 
the students calculate the ratio of conifers to broadleaf trees 
in the area visited.

Activity:

Ask students to think again about trees that they 	
pass en route to school. 
•	 Are there more conifers or broadleaf trees?  
•	 Can any generalizations be made about where 		
	 broadleaf and conifers are planted? (Often conifers are 	
	 planted in parks or large, green spaces because of their 	
	 pyramidal shape.)  
•	 Where might you go to look for the biggest broadleaf 	
	 trees? Where might you find the biggest conifers?  
From the comments generated by the students, determine 
some of the best areas in the community in which to find 
large, mature trees.
Determine how large an area of the community is feasible 
to include in the contest. Is transportation available to your 
class or do you need to stay within walking distance of 
the school? Are there many sites in the community with 
large trees, or just a few? Designate an area and set the 
boundaries. 
 
Your class may choose to simply search for the biggest tree 
in the designated area. They may wish to find the biggest 
broadleaf and the biggest conifer. Students might learn 
to identify a particular tree species, perhaps their state 
tree, and hunt for this kind in the community. In all cases, 
students should be able to make the distinction between 
conifer and broadleaf trees and understand how to properly 
measure a tree. 

Measuring Trees 
 
Foresters have a special formula to measure trees. This 
formula includes the tree’s height, circumference, and 
crown spread. A tree receives one point for every foot of 
height, one point for every inch of circumference (taken 
at 4 1/2 feet), and one-fourth of a point for every foot of 
average crown spread.  
 
Explain to the students that they are going to practice 
measuring trees before looking for a “Tree-mendous Tree” 
winner. Divide students into groups of three or four. Each 
group will need measuring tape, yardstick, and a pencil and 
paper to record their findings. 
 
It may be helpful to assign roles to each student within a 
group. Group jobs include: 

	 Recorder - records measurements and tallies points  
	 Investigator - takes the measurements 
	 Manager - assists the investigator to make sure 		
		  measurements are accurate and is 			
		  responsible for the measuring tape and 		
		  yard stick 

Take students to a nearby area with enough trees to 
allow each team to measure a tree. Explain that they are 
measuring these trees for practice and later they will search 
for the “Tree-mendous Trees” in their community.

Students profit from learning how 
to actually identify a tree by its 
leaves, bark, shape, fruit, flowers, 
and buds through the use of a 
dichotomous key.   A kid-friendly 
tree identification guide, What 
Tree Is That? is available from the 
Arbor Day Foundation if you wish 
to expand your tree identification 
study. Visit arborday.org to 
learn more.

Discover What Trees Do For You & Your Community
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horizontal view

distance

vertical view

edge of crown

Height

line of sight

100 feet

18”
18”

100’

Example: If the distance from your eye to your fist is 18” make 
sure the distance from the top of your fist to the top of the ruler 
is also 18”. Be sure to hold your fist directly out at eye level and 
keep the ruler straight up and down.

STEP 1 - Students should stand on level ground to take 
measurements. 

STEP 2 - The student investigator extends his/her arm 
out straight so that the top of his/her fist is at eye level. 
Carefully using the yardstick, the manager makes sure 
the top of the investigator’s fist is at eye level and then 
measures the distance from the investigator’s fist to 
the investigator’s eye. The recorder writes down this 
measurement. 

STEP 3 - The investigator directly faces the tree to be 
measured holding the yardstick vertically in his/her 
extended fist so that the distance from the top of his/her fist 
to the top of the yardstick is the same eye-to-fist distance 
measured in the previous step. The manager checks the 
measurement then makes sure the investigator’s arm is 
straight out, fist at eye level with the yardstick straight up 
and down. 

STEP 4 - The investigator slowly (and carefully) walks 
backward away from the tree until he/she can see the base 
of the tree by looking over the top of the fist and the top of 
the tree by looking over the top of the yardstick. 

STEP 5 - The manager measures the distance, in feet, from 
the investigator to the tree. This distance is the height of the 
tree. 

STEP 6 - The recorder writes down the height measurement 
and gives the tree one point for every foot of height. 

Crown Spread
The crown spread of a tree is the distance its branches spread 
away from its trunk. The crown spread is calculated by 
measuring the distance of the widest spread and the distance of 
the narrowest spread. These two figures are then added together 
and divided by two to get an average.

A tree receives 1/4 (.25) of a point for every foot of the average 
crown spread. Follow these steps to measure crown spread: 
(Note: For a conifer with branches low to the ground stand 
next to, rather than under, the branch tip.)

STEP 1 - The investigator finds the branch that sticks out the 
farthest from the trunk and stands directly under or just next 
to its tip. 

STEP 2 - The recorder goes to the opposite side of the 
tree and stands under or just next to the tip of the branch 
extending farthest out on that side. 

STEP 3 - The manager measures the distance in feet between 
the investigator and the recorder. The recorder records this 
number. This distance is the widest point of the crown spread. 

STEP 4 - Next the investigator finds the branch nearest the 
trunk of the tree and stands directly under or just next to 		
its tip. 

STEP 5 - The recorder goes to the opposite side of the tree 
and stands under or just next to the tip of the branch closest 
to the trunk on that side. 

STEP 6 - The manager measures the distance in feet between 
the investigator and the recorder. The recorder records this 
number. This distance is the narrowest point of the crown 
spread. 

STEP 7 - The recorder adds the two distances together and 
divides by two to get an average crown spread. The recorder 
then awards the tree 1/4 of a point for every foot of average 
crown spread or the students may divide the average crown 
spread by 4. 
 

arborday.org/postercontest

line of sight

line of sight
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Measuring Up a Winner 
 
Before starting the “Tree-mendous Trees” contest: 

•	 Review conifer and broadleaf distinctions. 
•	 Make sure students understand how to correctly 		
	 measure a tree. 

The circumference of a tree is the distance 
around its trunk. The circumference is 
measured 4 1/2 feet from the ground. If the tree 
forks or if there are branches at the 4 1/2 foot 
mark, the circumference is measured at the 
narrowest point below the 4 1/2 foot level.  
Follow these steps to measure circumference: 

STEP 1 - The investigator holds one end of the 
tape against the tree trunk at a measured point 
4 1/2 feet above the ground. 

STEP 2 - The manager wraps the tape around 
the trunk until it reaches the starting point. 

STEP 3 - The investigator reads off 
the measurement in inches. This is the 
circumference of the tree. 

STEP 4 - The recorder writes down the 
circumference and gives the tree one point for 
every inch of distance around the trunk. 

 

Circumference

41/2 ft

arborday.org/postercontest

•	 Inform the community of the project so people will 		
	 not be surprised to see the kids in their yards. 
•	 Ask for parental volunteers to accompany the students. 
•	 Have students create a form for the student recorders 

to use in their record keeping. The form should include 
the formula for measuring tree size and room for 
students to describe the location of the tree. If measuring 
trees in neighborhood yards, the house address can be 
recorded. If measuring trees in parks, a brief description 
of each tree’s location along with some distinguishing 
characteristics of each tree works well. In all cases, 
students should differentiate whether the tree is a conifer 
or broadleaf. 

•	 Ensure safety – make sure students recognize 
	 poison ivy.

When you are ready to begin, give each group a recording 
sheet and the Measuring a Champ Guidelines form. This 
handout will help students, but you will still need to 
introduce and support them in the measurement process. 
Make sure they have something firm to write on and pencils 
to record their results. Check with each group manager to see 
that they have a tape measure and yard stick. 
 
Establish an organized system for groups to explore the 
designated area or community. When students return to the 
classroom, have each group reporter report their findings to 
the class and compile results. 
 
Have students put together a list of the community’s biggest 
trees. Interested students may wish to do research to learn 
more about winning tree species and share their results with 
the class. 
 
After determining the “Tree-mendous Trees” contest 
winner(s), your class may wish to present an award 
certificate to the owner of the tree if it is on private property. 
Or, make a presentation to the mayor or city council if the 
tree is on public property. Announce the tree winners on 
Arbor Day. Include a visit to the winning tree(s) as part of 
your school’s Arbor Day celebration.

Authentic Assessment: Demonstration of proficiency in 
tree measurement skills.
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Height: The height of a tree is measured from the top of the 
tree to the ground. Follow these steps to measure tree height: 

1.	 Team, stand on level ground to take measurements. 
2.	 Investigator, extend your arm out straight so that the top 	

of your fist is at eye level. Manager, make sure the top 	
of the investigator’s fist is at eye level and then measure 	
the eye-to-fist distance. Recorder, write down that 		
measurement.  

3.	 Investigator, directly face the tree holding the yardstick 	
vertically in your fist so that the distance from the top 	
of your fist to the top of the yardstick is the same eye-	
to-fist distance measured in the previous step. Team mem-
bers, help make sure the investigator’s arm is straight out, 
fist at eye level with the yardstick straight up and down. 

4.	 Investigator, walk slowly and carefully backwards away from the tree until you can see the base of the tree by looking 
over the top of your fist and the very top of the tree by looking over the top of the yardstick. 

5.	 Manager, measure the distance, in feet, from the investigator to the tree. This distance is the height of the tree. 	
Recorder, write down the height measurement. Give the tree one point for every foot of height. 

Circumference: The circumference of a tree is the distance around its trunk. The circumfer-
ence is measured 4 1/2 feet from the ground. If the tree forks or if there are branches at the 4 
1/2 foot mark, the circumference is measured at the narrowest point below the 4 1/2 foot level.  
Follow these steps to measure circumference:

1.	 Investigator, hold one end of the tape against the tree trunk at a measured point 4 1/2 feet 	
	 above the ground.
2.	 Manager, wrap the tape around the trunk until it reaches the starting point.
3.	 Investigator, read off the measurement in inches. This is the circumference of the tree.
4.	 Recorder, write down the circumference and give the tree one point 
	 for every inch.
TOTALS   Height______    Crown Spread_______  Circumference _______

Crown Spread: The crown spread of a tree is the distance its branches spread away from its trunk. The crown spread is 
calculated by measuring the distance of the widest spread and the distance of the narrowest spread. These two figures are 
then added together and divided by two to get an average. A tree receives 1/4 of a point for every foot of the average crown 
spread. Follow these steps to measure crown spread: 
1.  Investigator, find the branch that sticks out the farthest from the trunk and stand directly under or just next to its tip. 
2.  Recorder, go to the opposite side of the tree and stand under or just next to the tip of the branch extending farthest out 
on that side. 
3.  Manager, measure the distance in feet between the investigator and the recorder.  Recorder, write down this number. 		
						      This distance is the widest point of the crown spread. 
			   4.  Next, Investigator, find the branch nearest the trunk of the tree and stand 		

	 directly under or just next to its tip.  
			   5.  Recorder, go to the opposite side of the tree and stand under or just next to the tip 

of the branch 	 closest to the trunk on that side. 
			   6.  Manager, with tape measure, measure the distance in feet between the investi-		

	 gator and the recorder.  Recorder, write down this number. This distance is the 		
	 narrowest point of the crown spread.  Recorder, add the two distances together 		
	 and divide by two to get an average crown spread.  Then award the tree 1/4 of a 		
	 point for every foot of average crown spread. 

Measuring up a champ guidelines 

line of sight

line of sight

100 feet

18”
18”

100’

line of sight

line of sight
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Step 2
Create a Poster
Trees are Terrific...in Cities and Towns!

Create a Poster
Ask  each student to create a poster that reflects his 
or her understanding of the important role trees play 
in cities and towns. Before they create their poster, 
encourage students to think about the variety of ways 
trees benefit their community and themselves. 

Students should make sure their poster follows the 
contest rules by using the checklist on page 22. You 
may select the winner or have a judging panel for the 
classroom and school contest. Judges could include 
other students, garden club members, nursery personnel, 
arborists, the city forester, teachers, PTA members or 
individuals with an interest in trees who are willing to 
volunteer some time. 

Poster Contest National Prizes
First Place
•	 The national winner, his or her parents, and the 	
	 teacher of the winning student receive an expense- 	
	 paid trip to the National Awards Weekend at Lied 	
	 Lodge & Conference Center in Nebraska City, 	
	 Nebraska, April 24-26, 2009.
•	 The national winner also receives a $1000 savings 	
	 bond,  a lifetime membership to the Arbor Day 	
	 Foundation, and a framed color copy of his or 
	 her poster. 
•	 The national winner’s teacher receives a $200 check.
•	 A tree is planted in the winner’s honor. 

Second Place
•	 The second place winner receives a $500 savings 	
	 bond.
•	 The second place winner’s teacher receives a 
	 $100 check.
•	 A tree is planted in the winner’s honor.

Third Place
•	 The third place winner receives a $250 savings bond.
•	 The third place winner’s teacher receives a 
	 $50 check.
•	 A tree is planted in the winner’s honor.

Objectives:
•	 Students will create a poster that reflects the 

student’s understanding of the important role 
trees play in cities and towns.

Deadline:
• 	Make certain that your school winner meets 

your state coordinator’s entry deadline as 
stated in the enclosed cover letter or contact 
your state coordinator listed on page 26.

Time recommended:
•  A minimum of one class period is 

recommended.

Materials Needed:
• 	paper no smaller than 8 1/2” x 11” and no 

larger than 14” x 18”.

•	 markers, crayons, colored pencils, paint pens, 
watercolor, ink, acrylic, and/or tempera paint.

National Art Education Achievement Standards:
• 	Students generalize about the effects of 

visual structures and functions and reflect 
upon these effects in their own work.

•	 Students employ organizational structures 
and analyze what makes them effective or not 
effective in the communication of their ideas.

•	 Students select and use the qualities of 
structures and functions of art to improve 
communication of their ideas. 

•	 Students integrate visual, spatial, and 
temporal concepts with content to 
communicate intended , meaning in their 
artworks. 
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Use this checklist to make certain all entries are eligible for judging. Entries not 
meeting these guidelines will be disqualified.

Poster Contest Rules

 
1.	 Submit entry by designated deadline to your state coordinator (see 		
	 cover letter, contact your coordinator listed on page 26, or visit 

	 arborday.org/postercontest for your state deadline.)

 
2.	 All entries must be original artwork created by a student who is 

	 currently in the fifth grade. A student may enter the contest only once.

 
3.		 The student’s first and last name must be written or signed in the 		
		  lower right-	hand corner on the front of the poster.

 
4.	 a)	 Entries may be done in marker, crayon, paint pens, watercolor, ink, 	
		  acrylic, colored pencil, and/or tempera paint. 

	 b)		 Collages are not acceptable. (Do not glue anything on your poster.)
	 c)	 Computer or photo generated art and/or printing is not acceptable.

 
5.	 Entries must be no smaller than 81/2 x 11” and no larger than 14 x 18.”

 
6.	 Entries must be done on paper that will allow for duplication, display, 		
	 and framing.

 
7.	 The poster must be related to the contest theme in some way. The 		
	 theme Trees are Terrific... in Cities and Towns! must be on the 			 
	 poster. All words must be spelled correctly.

8.		 Entries should not be matted, mounted, laminated, framed, or folded.
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Winner’s Name

Winner’s Home Address

City								        State				    ZIP

Winner’s Parent or Guardian Name

Teacher’s Name

Teacher’s E-mail Address

School Name

School Address

City							       County			         State		          	  ZIP

School Phone  (		  )

After selecting a school winner, copy and complete this form, attach to the back of  the 
poster, and send to your contest coordinator (listed on page 26 or in cover letter).

2009 School Winner Report Form
Send this form with the winning school poster to your contest coordinator. 

All information should be complete to expedite contact of  winners.

All artwork becomes the property of  contest sponsors.

Important:
Please indicate the number of  posters entered or drawn in the 
school contest in the box to the left.

Number of  teachers in school who participated.

School Winner Report Form
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Certificate of Participation

This certifies that

has successfully presented an understanding of  
environmental stewardship practices and the importance of  trees.  

Through artistic expression, the above named individual has communicated 
a message of  hope for the future of  our planet.

Let it be known that the Arbor Day Foundation and Toyota recognize the 
unique and creative contribution offered by our nation’s youth and extends 

special appreciation for these efforts. 

John Rosenow, Chief Executive
Arbor Day Foundation

Teacher

2009 Arbor Day  
National Poster Contest
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John Rosenow, Chief Executive
Arbor Day Foundation

School Winner

2009 Arbor Day  
National Poster Contest

This certifies that

has presented an outstanding creative representation of  
the important role trees play in our cities and towns.

Through artistic expression, the above named individual has 
communicated a message of  hope for the future of  our planet.

Let it be known that the Arbor Day Foundation and Toyota recognize 
the unique and creative contribution offered by our nation’s youth and 

extends special appreciation for these efforts. 

Teacher
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2009 Poster Contest State Coordinators  
David West *256-237-1621
Alabama Cooperative Ext. System
1702 Noble Street, Ste 108
Anniston AL 36201

Julie Smith *501-671-2231
Horticulture Program Technician
2301 S University Pl
Little Rock AR 72203

Louise Wakem *602-542-6191
AZ State Forestry Division
1110 W. Washington #100
Phoenix AZ 85007

Kay Antunez *916-653-7958
CA Dept of Forestry & Fire Protection
PO Box 944246
Sacramento CA 94244-2460

Donna Davis *719-384-9087
Colorado Tree Coalition
208 Santa Fe Ave, Ste #21
La Junta CO 81050-0977

Bob Heffernan *203-445-0110
CT Nursery & Landscape Assn
PO Box 414
Botsford CT 06404

Ashley Ward *302-698-4551
Delaware Forest Service
2320 S. DuPont Highway
Dover DE 19901

Mark Miller *407-703-1778
City of Apopka - Recreation Dept.
11 North Forest Ave.
Apopka FL 32703

Sherrie Gabriel *706-542-6880
GA Forestry Commission
1055 E. Whitehall Rd.
Athens GA 30605

Jacqueline Ralya *808-672-5167
Kaulunani DLNR
92-1293 Hauone St.
Kapolei HI 96707

Matt Brewer *515-242-6892
Forestry Bureau/Iowa DNR
Wallace State Office Building
502 E. 9th
Des Moines IA 50319

Debbie Cook *208-378-6576
ID Dept of Lands
4728 N. Linda Vista Lane
Boise ID 83704

Reinee Hildebrandt *217-785-877
Urban Conservation Program Admin.
Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources
1 Natural Resources Way
Springfield IL 62702-1271

Ashley Mulis *317-489-8775
IN Urban Forest Council Inc.
P.O. Box 409
Carmel IN 46082

Kim Bomberger *785-532-3315
KS Forest Service
2610 Claflin Road
Manhattan KS 66502-2798

Laurie Blount *270-444-8508
Paducah Park Service
1400 HC Mathis Dr
Paducah KY 42001

Malhon Doucet *225-952-4500
Louisiana Office of Forestry
PO Box 1628
5825 Florida Blvd Ste 1068
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Eric Seaborn *617-626-1468
Dept of Conservation & Recreation
251 Causeway Ste 600
Boston MA 02114

Mary Brady *410-383-0603
Friends of Druid Hill Park
1826 Bolton St.
Baltimore MD 21217

Jan Ames Santerre *207-623-2371
Pine Tree State Arboretum  
PO Box 344
Augusta ME 04332

Rachael Wood *517-543-5848
Michigan Arbor Day Alliance 
551 Courthouse Dr., Ste. 3
Charlotte MI 48813

Cassie Larson *651-633-4987
Minnesota Nursery & 
Landscape Assn.
1813 Lexington Ave North
Roseville MN 55113

Donna Baldwin *573-522-4115 ext 3111
Missouri Dept. of Conservation
2901 W. Truman Blvd.
Jefferson City MO 65102

Rick Olson *601-359-2856
MS Forestry Commission
301 North Lamar Street, Suite 300
Jackson MS 39201

Jennifer Rall *919-857-4849
NC Forest Service 
1616 Mail Service Center
Raleigh NC 27699-1616

Glenda Fauske *701-228-5446
North Dakota Forest Service
307 First Street East
Bottineau ND 58318-1100

Rachel Allison *308-696-6718
UNL Nebraska Forest Service
461 W. University Dr.
North Platte NE 69101

Kristina Ferrare *603-862-3883
University of NH, Cooperative Ext.
131 Main St. 
Neismith Hall Room 211
Durham NH 03824

Nina Visconti-Phillips *609-409-8501
Box A
Cranbury NJ 08512

Susan Stead *775-684-2506
Nevada Division of Forestry
2478 Fairview Dr.
Carson City NV 89701

Mary Kramarchyk *518-402-9425
NYSDEC- Div. of Lands & Forests
625 Broadway, 5th Floor
Albany NY 12233

Jennifer Gray *800-825-5062
Ohio Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
72 Dorchester Square
Westerville OH 43081-3350

Christina Stallings *405-522-6158
OK Dept of Agriculture
2800 North Lincoln Blvd
Oklahoma City OK 73105-4298

Tracy Martz *541-572-5263
Oregon State University
Ohlsen Baxter Bldg.
631 Alder St. 
Myrtle Point OR 97458

Cheryl Watts *717-772-0842
Pennsylvania Dept. of Education
333 Market Street, 8th Floor
Harrisburg PA 17126

Pauline Smith *401-861-1995
RI Tree Council
PO Box 6144
Providence RI 02940

Chris Johnson *605-773-3594
SD Department of Ag/RC & F
523 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre SD 57501

Bruce Webster *615-837-5436
Division of Forestry
PO BOX 40627, Melrose Station
Nashville TN 37204

Pete Smith *979-458-6650
Texas Forest Service
301 Tarrow Drive, Ste. 364
College Station TX 77840-7896

Meridith Perkins *801-538-5505
Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator
P.O. Box145703
Salt Lake City UT 84114

Virginia Museum of Natural History
*276-634-4141
21 Starling Avenue
Martinsville VA 24112

Danielle Fitzko *802-241-3673
Department of Forest & Parks
1035 Main St., Building. 10. So.
Waterbury VT 05671

Stacey Ray *800-523-8733
Washington State DNR
1111 Washington Street SE
PO Box 47037
Olympia WA 98504

Dick Rideout *608-267-0843
State Urban Forestry Coordinator 
PO Box 7921
Madison WI 53707

Andy Sheetz *304-558-2788
WV Division of Forestry
1900 Kanawha Blvd E, State Capitol
Charleston WV 25305-0180

Trish Penny
Laramie Rivers Conservation District
1050 N 3rd St, Suite B
Laramie, WY 82072

Anthony Jones *202-671-5133
Urban Forestry Administration
2217 14th St NW
Washington, DC 20009

National 
Coordinator
211 N. 12th Street
Lincoln NE 68508
Email: education@arborday.org

A complete listing of the state coordinators, 
including E-mail addresses and state 

deadlines, is available at  
arborday.org/postercontest.
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Name 

School Name

School Address

City	 State	 Zip

E-mail

Present teaching assignment

COMPLETE THIS SURVEY... and send it to the Foundation to receive a FREE 
copy of the 2009 winning poster.

Please return this form to: Poster Contest, Arbor Day National Poster Contest, 211 N. 12th Street, 
Lincoln, NE 68508 or fax to 402-474-0820. Surveys may also be submitted online at arborday.org/pcsurvey.

1. Was the information you received descriptive and complete?

	 ❏	 Yes, it was fine	 ❏	 This is how it could be improved: 

2. Did the curriculum achieve its goal of increasing knowledge about the important role of trees in cities and towns?

          1               2               3               4               5               6               7               8               9               10                

    Not at all		                 Somewhat							           	 Definitely

This is how it could be improved:

3. Check the activities you did with the class.

	 ❏	 Basic Activity - Discover the Benefits of Your Community Trees	 ❏   Create a Poster

	 ❏	 Extension Activity - Tree-mendous Community Tree Contest	 ❏	 Celebrate Arbor Day

4. How many posters were entered into your school contest?

5. How likely is it that you would recommend the Arbor Day National Poster Contest to a colleague?

		  1               2               3               4               5               6               7               8               9               10                

     Not at all		                 Somewhat							           	 Definitely

6. Approximately how many classroom hours did you spend on the Poster Contest?_______________________hours(s)

7. Are you aware that Toyota is the poster contest sponsor?	 	 ❏   Yes              ❏    No

8. Do you think of Toyota as a company that is concerned about the environment?	❏   Yes              ❏    No   	     



28 • National Arbor Day Foundation

Step 3
Celebrate Arbor Day

Since 1872,  Arbor Day has been celebrated 
throughout the United States and Arbor Day 
celebrations in schools have always played an 
important role.

An Arbor Day celebration can be:

•Simple – Plant a tree in honor of your school poster 
contest winner or to recognize an outstanding volunteer.

•Inspiring – Have your graduating class plant a tree with 
the younger students.  This is a tradition that honors the 
students leaving and gives new students something to 
enjoy throughout their years!

•Entertaining – Students could compose poems about 
trees or perform an Arbor Day play (a sample play is 
available at www.arborday.org/arbordayplay).  This could 
be performed for fellow students, families, or senior  
citizens.

Whatever you choose for your celebration – go outside 
and enjoy the trees and environment that surround you!

Get your students outside and 
celebrate Arbor Day!

Visit www.arborday.org/arborday for more ideas on how your classroom 
can celebrate Arbor Day.  You can also request a FREE copy of the Celebrate 
Arbor Day Guidebook.

Alabama – Last full week in February
Alaska – Third Monday in May
Arizona – Third Friday in March
Arkansas – Third Monday in March
California – March 7-14
Colorado – Third Friday in April
Connecticut – Last Friday in April
Delaware – Last Friday in April
District of Columbia – Last Friday in April 
Florida – Third Friday in January 
Georgia – Third Friday in February
Hawaii – First Friday in November
Idaho – Last Friday in April 
Illinois – Last Friday in April
Indiana – Last Friday in April
Iowa – Last Friday in April
Kansas – Last Friday in April
Kentucky – First Friday in April
Louisiana – Third Friday in January

Maine – Third full week in May
Maryland – First Wednesday in April
Massachusetts – Last Friday in April
Michigan – Last Friday in April
Minnesota – Last Friday in April
Mississippi – Second Friday in February
Missouri – First Friday in April 
Montana – Last Friday in April
Nebraska – Last Friday in April
Nevada – Last Friday in April
New Hampshire – Last Friday in April
New Jersey – Last Friday in April
New Mexico – Second Friday in March
New York – Last Friday in April
North Carolina – First Friday following March 15
North Dakota – First Friday in May

Ohio – Last Friday in April
Oklahoma – Last full week in March
Oregon – First full week in April
Pennsylvania – Last Friday in April
Rhode Island – Last Friday in April
South Carolina – First Friday in December
South Dakota – Last Friday in April
Tennessee – First Friday in March
Texas – Last Friday in April
Utah – Last Friday in April
Vermont – First Friday in May
Virginia – Last Friday in April
Washington – Second Wednesday in April
West Virginia – Second Friday in April
Wisconsin – Last Friday in April
Wyoming – Last Monday in April

Arbor Day Dates

The 2008 Arbor Day National Poster 	
Contest winning art by Michelle Holiman 	
of Oklahoma.


